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REVIEW OP HIS POSITION.
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with, his reputation he had lost the means of living was a serious aggravation. For he had spent his income so freely that he had laid by nothing and was far in debt: and the vocation to which he was now called was one by which inoney could not be made, yet which could not be pursued successfully without. Leisure and peace of rnind are indispensable conditions of successful study: and they cannot be enjoyed by a man who is in continual trouble for means to quiet his creditors and pay his weekly bills. Hopes, however, and encouragements, were not altogether wanting, and about the call itself there could be no doubt. It was to contribute what he could to the realization of the sacred vision of his early youth ; which had attended him through all his fortunes, in which he had lost neither faith nor interest; the accomplishment of which he held to be merely a matter of time, and its importance beyond all measure or calculation. It was to prophesy and prepare the way for the coming of the Kingdom of Man. All his life he had been wishing to be free to devote himself to this work, though the time had never come when some other service did not put in a claim which seemed at the moment to be more urgent. Being now, though not honorably, .yet effectually discharged from other demands upon his activity, the first aspirations of 'returning health pointed to this; as we see in the few words addressed the next day to Gondomar, in acknowledgment of a letter expressing regret that he had so little power to repay him in his adversity for the kindness which he had received from him in his prosperity ; and offering, if he thought it would do any good, to engage the King of Spain to intercede with the King of England on his behalf : an offer which could only be gratefully and handsomely declined. Oorrup-tio optimi pessima. He knew the nature of popular judgment too well to look for any better issue. That along
